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1. Introduction – The current scenario of ecosystem degradation due to the deteriorated ecological status of 

the rivers, together with their consequent loss of biodiversity, leads to the need to seek alternatives to 

conserve and restore these ecosystems. Despite the significant advances in the control of pollution sources, 

rivers and streams continue to be contaminated due to the pressures exerted by human activities 

[1],[2],[3],[4]. The aim of this work was to verify through the research in the Jamor River, how the rivers 

restorations is being conducted in Portugal, analyzing if the same occurs in a participatory way. The purpose 

of this study was to evaluate the community's perception of the restoration project for the river Jamor, called 

the “Eixo Verde Azul”, developed jointly by three municipalities: Oeiras, Sintra and Amadora. Also, it was 

tried to verify if there was adhesion to the project by stakeholders in the management of the river and if, in 

the vision of these, the project contemplates the needs of the local community. 2. Experimental - The 

research was developed consulting an already existing bibliography, as well as interviews with stakeholders 

and technicians from Oeiras Municipality, involved in river restoration projects. Thus, the research was 

developed using the bibliographic review, the documentary analysis and the case study. Nevertheless, 

technical visits were made to the local, with observation about the conditions of the river in the section 

delimited for the study (image 1). For the interview with stakeholders, the questionnaire was used. 3. 

Results and Discussion - Regarding the results of the interviews, the percentage of 67% said they didn’t 

use river water for any purpose and 33% already used the river water, 29% use water for irrigation. Of the 

interviewees 95% said they didn’t know about the content of the "Eixo Verde Azul" Project, proving faults 

in the dissemination of the restoration project by the Municipality and lack of interest by the community 

for the river management. When inquired if they would like to give their comments/opinion about the 

river’s restoration project as a civic contributing for its improvement, 33% said they didn’t want to give 

their opinion. However, 43% answered that they would have comment if the municipal board as asked for 

a participatory process. On the other hand 24% of the inquired people said they didn’t had public 

information about the ongoing restoration project for the Jamor River, and for that lack of the participatory 

process they could not give their comment’s.  4. Conclusions - This paper confirmed the need for Portugal 

to start a more effective movement to encourage the practice of social participation, especially in relation 

to water resources management, given the orientation of the European Union. It is concluded that, although 

the "Eixo Verde Azul" Project is innovative when considering the limit of the hydrography basin, and for 

joining the action of three Municipalities, nevertheless, its poor when considering the topic social 
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